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When the American colonies declared independence from Great Britain, they effectively declared war on perhaps the strongest military power on the planet. The upstart Continentals were simply outclassed by the King’s Army and Royal Navy. The Americans lacked military experience, relied on limited supplies and weaponry when confronting an enormously grim outcome when matched against the British Empire. Yet, we know, quite obviously the colonies won their independence from King George III. Their unlikely victory can be attributed to several factors, principle among them was their triumph at the Battle of Saratoga. How did a single battle shift the fortunes of the entire war?



Task: Read, review and analyze 1777 Tipping Point at Saratoga. Articulate a thesis addressing the prompts below. Using the assigned book as the foundation of your research, at least two of the primary sources below and two additional credible secondary sources (suggested sources on page four), defend your thesis statements in approximately 1,500 words.


Prompts:
1. Was the Battle of Saratoga the result of American skill or British failures?
2. Why was the battle a significant turning point in the Revolutionary War?


Primary Documents:

General, John Burgoyne Letter to George Washington. March 1777
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-12-02-0382


General George Washington Letter to General Horacio Gates, October 1777
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/amrev/turning/saratoga.html

George Washington on William Howe’s Intentions, August 1777
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/amrev/turning/speculat.html

Horacio Gates Concerning America’s Victory at Freeman’s Farm, October 1777
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/revolutionary-war-turning-points-saratoga-and-valley-forge/sources/1371


Horacio Gates letter to George Washington Concerning Bemis Heights, October 1777
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-11-02-0418

Various Letters, Memoirs and Journal Entries, British Officers and Soldiers
https://www.62ndregiment.org/sources.htm



[bookmark: _Hlk15832145]The thesis statement should be no more than two or three sentences and should be stated clearly and early in the paper. The finished work  should be organized, well-written with few grammatical and phrasing errors, address each point clearly and with insight, critical thought and substantiated conclusions, include relevant, properly cited and referenced (University of Chicago style) quotes, references and research, is approximately 1,500 words, Times New Roman, double-spaced, includes a cover page, bibliography and page numbers. The completed work should demonstrate a college-level understanding of the American Revolution and more specifically, the significance of the Battle of Saratoga.

 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for the assignment. In addition to emailing the completed monograph via Blackboard Course Email Messages, students are required to submit the finished report via SafeAssign. Failure to do this will result in a zero for the assignment. If you have any questions or concerns, please address them via email ediorio@mercy.edu
 

Grading Rubric

Up to 20:
Context and Purpose: Demonstrates a thorough understanding of context, audience, and purpose that is responsive to the assigned task(s) and focuses all elements of the work.
Content Development: Uses appropriate, relevant, and compelling content to illustrate mastery of the subject, conveying the writer's understanding, and shaping the whole work.
History as a Discipline: Demonstrates detailed attention to and successful execution of a wide range of conventions particular to a specific discipline and/or writing task (s) including organization, content, presentation, formatting, and stylistic choices.
Sources and Evidence: Demonstrates skillful use of high quality, credible, relevant sources to develop ideas that are appropriate for the discipline and genre of the writing.
Syntax: Uses graceful language that skillfully communicates meaning to readers with clarity and fluency and is virtually error free.

Up to 15:
Context and Purpose: Demonstrates adequate consideration of context, audience, and purpose and a clear focus on the assigned task(s) (e.g., the task aligns with audience, purpose, and context).
Content Development: Uses appropriate, relevant, and compelling content to explore ideas within the context of the discipline and shape the whole work.
History as a Discipline: Demonstrates consistent use of important conventions particular to a specific discipline and/or writing task(s), including organization, content, presentation, and stylistic choices.
Sources and Evidence: Demonstrates consistent use of credible, relevant sources to support ideas that are situated within the discipline and genre of the writing.
Syntax: Uses straightforward language that generally conveys meaning to readers. The language in the portfolio has few errors.

Up to 10:
Context and Purpose: Demonstrates awareness of context, audience, purpose, and to the assigned tasks(s) (e.g., begins to show awareness of audience's perceptions and assumptions).
Content Development: Uses appropriate and relevant content to develop and explore ideas through most of the work.
History as a Discipline: Follows expectations appropriate to a specific discipline and/or writing task(s) for basic organization, content, and presentation.
Sources and Evidence: Demonstrates an attempt to use credible and/or relevant sources to support ideas that are appropriate for the discipline and genre of the writing.
Syntax: Uses language that generally conveys meaning to readers with clarity, although writing may include some errors.



Up to 5:
Context and Purpose: Demonstrates minimal attention to context, audience, purpose, and to the assigned tasks(s) (e.g., expectation of instructor or self as audience).
Content Development: Uses appropriate and relevant content to develop simple ideas in some parts of the work.
History as a Discipline: Attempts to use a consistent system for basic organization and presentation.
Sources and Evidence: Demonstrates and attempt to use sources to support ideas in the writing.
Syntax: Uses language that sometimes impedes the meaning because of errors in usage.

You are not limited to these suggested sources:

The Library of Congress/ The Battle of Saratoga
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/amrev/turning/

UShistory.org/ The Battle of Saratoga
https://www.ushistory.org/us/11g.asp
 
Saratoga.org
https://www.saratoga.org/tourism/battle-of-saratoga/
2

